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JhE  1940  FIRST  LITHUANIAN  SOLDIER'S  MEDAL  REVEALED 


LITHUANIAN  NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION  MEETS 

SATURDAY  AUGUST  24 
1l:00  AM  IN 
BALTIMORE 

Our  Lithuanian  Numismatic  associa- 
tion will  hold  our  annual  meeting  on 
Baturlay  august  24,  at  11:00  aFI  at  the 
Baltimore  Convention  Center  in  Baltim- 
ore, Maryland,  as  part  of  the  9^th 
American  Numismatic  Association  conven- 
tion which  is  being  held  august  20-25. 
Our  tentative  room  number  at  the  conve- 
ntion center  is  Noom  315. 

Bpecial  speaker  for  the  event  will 
be  Corden  "Andy"  Linger  of  Numismatic 
Consultants  of  Beltsville,  Maryland, 
who  will  give  a snort  talk  on  Teutonic 
Coinage  .(remember  Tannenberg/Vytautas?) 
In  addition,  we  have  other  items  lined 
up  for  the  program. 

This  is  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  our  members  in  the  Maryland  area 
to  meet  your  LivA  officials,  and  parti- 
pate  in  a great  time  together!  Bring 
your  Lithuanian  numismatic  items  you 
have  for  sale,  trade,  or  exnibit  to 
the  meeting,  for  a "show  and  tell." 

w'e  would  also  like  to  extend  an  in- 
vitation to  the  Lithuanian  community 
in  the  Washington  B.C. -Baltimore  areas 
and  learn  of  the  exciting  field  of 
Litnuauiian  Numismatics.  Let  your  Lith- 
uanian friends  and  relatives  in  the 
area  know  about  our  meeting! 

For  further  information  about  the 
A!\iA  convention,  consult  the  major 
coin  puDiications.  Cur  LI’Ja  meeting  is 
listed  on  the  official  aNa  program. 

we  also  encourage  Lithuanian  numis- 
matic exhibits;  in  the  past  several 
years  Litlmanian  exhibits  have  won 
several  exnibiting  awards  at  the  hNh. 

we'll  oe  looking  for  YuU  at  the 
lILv  meeting  August  24! 


By  Vincent  W.  Alones  and  henry  L.  Laid is 
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aBOVB:  The  194-0  Soldier's  Medal  designed  by  sculptor 
Juozas  Zikaras  (Photo  with  ribbon  on  next  page). 

The  First  Lithuanian  Soldier's  Medal  [Kariuomenes  Lirm- 
unai  MedaliijJ  was  officially  adopted  by  the  Lithuanian  gov- 
ernment on  April  11,  1940,  a mere  two  months  before  the  Sov- 
iet invasion  of  the  country.  It  was  designed  by  Lithuania's 
noted  coin  designer  and  sculptor,  Juozas  Zikaras  (1881-1944) 
years  earlier.  Zikaras  designed  Lithuania's  20th  cent,  coins. 

The  medal  was  authorized  to  honor  those  soldiers  who 
twenty  years  earlier  volunteered  to  join  various  Lithuanian 
military  units  formed  within  the  Russian  Czarist  army.  This 
award  is  the  very  last  military  decoration  issued  by  the  Re- 
public of  Lithuania,  and  it's  existence  has  been  a mystery 
to  collectors — until  now.  we  are  honored  to  announce  it's 
existence  for  the  first  time  here  in  The  Knight ! 

The  interpretation  of  the  Lithuanian  word  "pirraunai"  can 
also  be  rendered  to  mean:  predecessor,  forerunner,  pioneer, 
or  foremost.  These  words  intertwine  with  thr  meaning  of  this 
medal's  existence  and  purpose,  and  should  be  kept  in  mind. 

The  details  concerning  this  medal  were  printed  in  the 
Government  News  [Vyrausybes  Zinios] , the  official  Litnuanian 
government  publication.  Cue  to  the  June  15,  19^  military  in- 
vasion of  the  Republic  of  Lithuauaia  by  the  Soviet  Union,  it 
is  not  known  if  any  of  these  medals  were  actually  awarded  to 
these  soldiers. 

There  are  three  such  medals  Known  to  be  in  existence,  to 
out  knowledge.  One  is  in  the  museum  of  the  manufacturers, 
fiugenin  Freres,  in  owitzerland.  The  other  two  are  owned  by 
the  authors  of  this  article.  A plaster  master  model/cast  is 
in  possession  of  the  Zikaras  family,  which  conforms  to  the 
description  set  forth  in  the  Government  News.  The  only  dif- 
ference between  the  three  known  medals  and  the  one  prescribed 
by  the  Government  News  regulations  occurs  in  the  ribbon  col- 


Continued  next  page... 
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or.s,  ;uui  will  be  discusisea  furtner  nere- 

Aitn  tne  establiar.rnent  of  tne  Kerensky 
: rovioioi.ai  Jovernrnent  in  i<ussia,  wnich  assu- 
med jower  after  the  abdication  of  Czar  iJich- 
olas  ii,  i^itnuanians  servintj  in  tne  .-Russian 
rtrmy  were  allowed  to  form  their  own  units, 
.-itnuanian  batallions  were  located  in  Vitebsk, 
orriolensK,  oiberia,  r(ovno  (.Ukraine  Valke 
(..stoniaj,  and  in  Romania.  The  intent  of  th- 
ese uitnuanisin  soldiers  was  the  formation  of 
a unified  i-ithucmicui  army,  with  divisions  co- 
mposed of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  to 
eventually  return  home  and  become  tne  nucleus 
of  a national  army. 

with  the  bolshevik/Communist  devolution 
of  1^17,  these  Litnuaniaui  batallions  and  divi- 
sions were  ordered  disbanded.  It  is  estimated 
tnat  over  5»000  Lithuanians  joined  such  units 
prior  to  tneir  disbanding  order.  Though  these 
soldiers  nev.,-r  returned  intact  to  Lithuania  as 
divisions,  the  bulk  returned  individually  and 
joined  in  the  fighting  of  the  newly  forming 
Lithuanicin  army  1917-1919* *  Tbe  desolution  of 
December  11,  1917»  proclaimed  the  restoration 
of  the  Lithuanian  dtate,  witn  it's  capital  at 
Vilnius.  This  was  followed  on  February  16, 
I9I0,  with  tne  Declaration  of  destoration  of 
Independence,  by  the  Council  of  Lithuania. 

The  following  abbreviated  passages  are 
translated  from  the  Government  News  Number 
702,  dated  Way  4,  1940: 


First  Goldier's  Me- 
dal, with  dibbon. 


'.-na 

V"  1 


aras  11801-19^+4)  designer  of  i.-ith- 
ot.ite  decoration,  the  1940  ooldier's 


"oection  p390:  The  1 res- 
ident of  tne  depublic  announ- 
ces the  following  changes  in 
the  law  governing  a-,ithuanian 
state  orders,  medals,  and  oth- 
er decorations-  The  following 
changes  were  approved  by  the 
assembly  on  April  11,  1^40,  to 
the  law  governing  Lithuanian 
otate  orders,  medals,  and  ot- 
her decorations. 

VII.  otatute  Governing 
The  First  Lithuanian  Goldier 's 
Medal.  The  I'irst  i.ithuanian 
ooldier's  Medal  is  hereby  es- 
tablished in  recognition  of 
Lithuanians  who  participated 
in  nationalistic  military  mo- 
vements that  started  abroad 
during  tne  1917-1919  period 
with  the  goal  of  resurrecting 
the  nation  of  Lithuania  thro- 
ugh the  establishment  of  a mi- 
litary force.  This  new  medal 
will  rank  after  the  Lithuaniain 
Founding  Volunteer's  Medal 
(Lietuvos  Kariuomenes  Kureju  Gavanoriij  Medalio),  in 
order  of  honor  [Gee  The  Knight  Vol.  6 No.  5 February- 
i.arch  1984  for  a description  of  that  medal] . 

The  First  Lithuanian  Goldier's  Medal  will  be 
silver,  in  a round  shape  with  its  obverse  depicting  a 
Litnuanicin  maiden  holding  a broad  sword  in  her  right 
hand.  The  top  part  of  the  circle  bears  in  relief  the 
inscription  "Uz  Lietuvos  Laisve”  (For  Lithuania's 
Freedom)  and  the  bottom,  "Kariuomenes  Pirmunai"  (Fi- 
rst Goldiers).  Tne  medal's  flat  surface  forms  a cross 
with  its  first  soldiers  marcning  with  a Vytis  flag. 

In  the  four  corners  of  the  medal  are  depicted  the 
four  most  important  cities  of  Lithuania.  The  reverse 
side  of  the  medal  bears  the  dates  "1917-1919" » with 
crossed  rifle  and  sword,  surrounded  by  oak  and  lau- 
rel branches.  [For  the  rest  of  this  article  and  a 
complete  copy  of  this  issue,  write  us  at  the  address 
below,  lleasc  enclose  ji2.00  to  help  with  costs] 
Continued  on  page  4... 

TjIL  knight.  Volume  8,  Number  1,  Issue  No.  43.  The 
official  publication  of  the  Lithucinian  Numismatic 
rtssociation.  Frank  lassie,  nlbion,  Michigan  LDITOH. 
Kobert  J.  Douchis,  Columbia,  HD,  DIKECToH.  Gubscrip- 

*j  tion/membership  to  Volu.me  8:  A donation  of  ;>10  or 
ij  more  for  6 bi-monthly  issues,  write:  LNa,  P.O.  Box 
j6l2,  Columbia,  Maryland,  21045.  Editor's  address: 

! Frank  rassic,  900  G.  Eaton  Gt.,  Albion,  Micnigan 
' h9224.  The  L.^h  is  a member  of  the  American  Numisma- 
, tic  association  C-117903. 

Pages  1 iSf  2 of  tnis  issue  are  produced  in  quan- 
tity and  distributea  at  tne  Baltimore  A^NA  Convention. 
Hegular  issue  is  8 pages. 

.ve  accept  advertising:  Full  page,  a55i  1/^ 

.>25;  1/4  page  jl5.  business  card  insertion  ;»5,  or 
6 for  .>25  vSave  j5)»  Dealers:  i^ist  your  Lithuanian 
and  Baltic  material  here  in  The  Knight  1 
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100  LITU  BANKNOTE,  1922  P-20 


100 

r-BO 

Bate:  November  (Lapkr.) 

Besigner:  adomas  Varnas 
Bize : 170  X 87  mm. 

Colors:  Creenj  b.  ae 
oerial  letter:  a only 
Printer:  A.  Haase,  Pra- 
gue, Czechoslovakia 
opecimens:  low  serial 
numbered,  with  "ravy- 
zdys-bevertis"  red  di- 
agonal overprint. 

This  month  we  are  fea- 
turing a very  special  item 
that  you  don't  see  very  of- 
ten! it  is  the  nighest  den- 
omination note  of  the  19H2 
"permanent"  series  printed 
in  rrague  by  the  firm  of  A. 
Haase,  and  designed  by  Lit- 
huanian artist  Adomas  Veir- 
nas  (.1879-1979):  the  rare 
100  Litij  banknote. 

A 100  uitij  note  had  the 
equivalent  of  a U.o.  »10 
bill  at  tne  time  of  issuan- 
ce. Contained  on  the  note 
are  the  signatures  of  the 
officials  of  the  newly  org- 
anized Bank  of  Lithuania: 

V.  Jurgutis  (president),  A. 
Prusas,  P.  Grajauskas,  J. 
Paknys,  and  Julius  Kaupas, 

OBVLHBE;  The  text  tran- 
slates, "Bank  of  Lithuania, 

One  Hundred  Litas',  Kaunas, 
November  I6,  1922.  One  Lit- 
as Has  0.150462  Crams  of 
ture  Cold."  Tne  left  design 
centers  around  the  Vytis 
(A-nightJ  emblem,  within  a 
shield-like  decoration.  The 
serial  number  appears  twice: 
bottom-left,  and  upper  right. 

The  right  design  honors 
Litiiuania's  greatest  patria- 
rch, Vytautas  the  Great.  Und- 
er Vytautas,  iiithuania  reached 
her  zenith  in  the  15th  cent- 
ury, stretching  from  the  Bal- 
tic to  tne  Black  Leas.  In  the 
fciT  right  corner  one  finds  the 
so-called  "Vytautas'  oymbol," 
a 20th  century  fabrication  ba- 
sed upon  the  ancient  spearhead 
and  cross  emblem  usea  on  some 
coins  minted  by  Vytautas.  -^he 
remembrance  of  Vytautas  is 


central  in  Lithuanian  history,  and  his  portrait  fittingly  appears  on 
the  highest  denomination  note  of  this  series. 

HLVuHoL:  The  reverse  symmetrically  depicts  a ^.^ithuanian  maiden, 
wearing  a necKlace  of  amber,  the  beautiful  gem  stone  of  Litnuania. 
Pound  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic  Sea,  amber  was  used  as  money  in 
ancient  times,  and  has  become  part  of  the  Lithuanian  heritage.  Now 
used  in  jewelry  and  for  symbolic  purposes,  90%  of  the  world's  sup- 
ply of  amber  comes  from  the  Baltic  Sea  region.  Amber,  the  fossili- 
zed resin  of  ancient  pine  trees,  has  the  special  characteristic  of 
burning  and  giving  off  a pleasant  pine  fragrance.  Varnas'  amber  ne- 
cklace captures  an  important  part  of  the  Lithuanian  heritage. 

Although  this  note  is  dated  November  22,  1922,  it  actually  was 
designed  in  Prague  and  printed  around  November-December  1925,  as 
the  last  in  the  series.  Lower  denomination  notes  were  printed 
earlier. 

TxtSNJo:  Tnis  is  one  of  the  most  expensive  Litnuanian  banknotes, 
and  one  of  tne  narest  to  obtain.  The  Pick  book  lists  the  following 
trends:  Very  Good,  »500.  Very  Pine,  &550.  Uncirculated,  »1,CXX). 


-ontir.ued  from  pa.,e  2... 


MEDAL 


Ine  ribbon  nas  tnree  perpendicular  str- 
i^.-es  of  e iuai  widtn  of  green,  white,  ar.d  red. 
Oroci^wise  on  trie  ribbon  is  an  enameled  plaque 
pin,  b mm.  wide,  with  the  inscription  "1917- 
W19«"  with  the  letter  "r"  for  "iirinunai," 
Uirst;  in  its  center. 

Tne  f irst  doldier's  f'ledal  is  to  be  awar- 
ded to  tne  soldiers  who  served  during  the  ye- 
ars 1:^17-1919  in  actual  military  or  chaplain 
service  in  the  Lithuanian  batallions  at  omo- 
iensk,  Vitebsk,  kovno,  diberia,  the  i-.ithuan- 
icin  Cavalry  division,  the  22bth  Military  fie- 
ld hospital  ih  Ungenai,  members  of  the  Lithu- 
anian military  associations  of  the  Central 
Committee  in  dt.  Petersburg,  the  western  and 
southwestern  Romanian  Iront  Committee,  any 
military  counter  parts  which  espoused  the  id- 
eas of  Lithuanian  independence,  and  all  oth- 
ers who  up  to  February  16,  1910*  actively  su- 
pported the  organization  of  the  nation's  army 
and  thereby  cohtributed  to  the  ressurection 
of  Lithuanian  independence. 

Determination  of  individuals  to  be  awa- 
rded this  medal  is  assigned  to  a committee  of 
5 persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Minister  of 
Defense.  This  award  is  to  be  presented  by  the 
Minister  of  Defense  in  the  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Republic  with  an  appropriate  cert- 
ificate. The  Minister  of  Defense  is  charged 
with  the  procurment  of  the  medal,  awarding  and 
furnishing  of  the  awarding  records  to  the  Chan 
celory  of  Orders,  Medals,  and  Decorations. 

Individuals  who  were  stripped  of  tneir 
rights  according  to  the  renal  statutes  or  des- 
erted from  the  army  are  not  eligible  to  recei- 
ve tr.is  medal.  Once  confirmed,  tne  medal  can 
only  be  revoked  by  a decree  of  tne  court  or  by 
the  Minister  of  Defense  if  determined  to  have 
been  awarded  bosea  on  falsified  documentation, 
recipients  ov.r  60  years  of  age  are  entitled 
to  pO  yearly  pension  payments  of  100  litas' 
each,  and  other  rights  and  privileges  prescr- 
ibed by  government  statutes." 

* ♦ » 

i’ne  three  medals  mown  to  exist  today  do 
conform  to  tne  description  set  forth  in  the 
aoove  government  regulations,  fney  were  m^de 
in  an  unknown  quamtity  by  tne  nugenin  brothers 
in  ije  mcle,  owitzerland,  which  produced  tne 
oulk  of  the  official  Lithuanian  government 
medals  ana  decorations. 

The  known  medals  are  made  of  bronze,  and 
nave  a silver  wash  finish,  with  its  ribbon 
nung  from  a straight  silvered  clasp.  The  medal 
is  ^ m.,-..  in  uiameter.  Tne  obverse  features  a 
oitr.uanian  maiaen  iii  native  aress  witn  a sword 
in  ner  rignt  n-tnu , wni^e  calling  f orth  ner 
nation's  soldiers,  ienirid  her  in  a cross  des- 
ign appears  a tnarci.. ng  column  of  armed  t.ith- 
uar.ian  uniformed  soldiers,  following  a Vytis 
r;a/  oe  irer.  In  */ie  four  corners  of  tne  cross 


appears  Lithuanian  landmarks  from  the  four  most  im- 
portant cities:  N.. — klaipeda  light  nouse;  IJz. — Vil- 
nius' dill  of  dediminas;  — Kaunas  City  Hall;  dk 

diauliai  cnurcli. 

Located  between  tne  maiden 'a  bare  feet  is  the 
sculptor's  last  name,  "Likaras,"  and  the  manufactu- 
rer's name,  "oc  Hugenin  Fee."  /^round  the  perimeter 
is  the  legend  "UL  LILTUVOd  L.vIdVu  (top),"  and  "KAkl- 
iIdi'LL<Ld  I lii'UdlHl  (bottom),"  meaning,  "For  Lithuanian 
freedom.  First  doldiers." 

The  reverse  of  the  medal  bears  the  inscription 
dates  "lvl7-1919,"  over  an  honor  wreath  containing 
oak  branches,  and  acorns.  The  design  also  contains 
a crossed  x-<ussian  dragoon  sword  and  a Nagant  infantry 
rifle,  rtt  tne  6 o'clock  position  agaixi  appears  the 
designer's  name  and  tne  manufacturers  name. 

The  government  regulations  prescribed  a ribbon 
of  green,  white  and  red,  with  a "1917-1919"  cross  bar. 
However,  the  tnree  known  medals  in  existence  bear  a 
tri-color  ribbon  of  blue , wnite,  and  red.  It  should 
be  noted  tnat  the  green-white-red  riboon  was  already 
in  military  use  on  the  Klaipeda  Liberation  Medal, 
awarded  by  the  Lithuanian  National  Guard. 

It  is  tne  author's  opinion  that  since  the  presc- 
ribed ribbon  was  already  in  use,  tnere  was  a substit- 
ution, and  was  not  reported  due  to  the  soviet  invas- 
ion. The  substituted  colors  of  blue,  white  aind  red 
are  appropriate  as  these  were  the  colors  used  in  the 
Imperial  Czarist  Russian  flag  under  which  the  soldi- 
ers first  fought.  It  is  noted  that  the  Hugenin  Broth- 
ers firm  in  owitzerland  supplied  the  medals  to  the 
Lithuanian  government  with  the  ribbons  already  atta- 
-ched  ana  tne  specimen  in  that  firm's  collection  uti- 
lizes tne  blue-white-red  color  combination.  The  exi- 
stence of  the  Hugenin  Freres  museum  specimen  indicat- 
es tnese  colors  are  genuine  ana  the  colored  ribbon 
supplied  to  the  Lithuanian  government  was  as  such. 

Unfortunately,  due  to  the  very  few  medals  known 
to  exist,  it  is  not  possible  to  determine  if  these 
are  trial  specimen  pieces,  or  actual  survivors  of  an 
unissued  supply  of  medals  destroyed  by  the  Soviet 
occupational  regime. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  sculptor, 
Juozas  Zikaras,  designed  his  plaster  model  for  this 
medal  sometime  in  1923,  but  unfortunately  it  was  not 
adopted  by  the  Lithuanian  government  until  some  17 
years  later!  Lithuanian  military  veterans  have  indic- 
ated that  there  was  a matter  of  great  controversy  su- 
rrounding the  issuance  of  this  medal,  for  it  was  seen 
as  a rival  to  the  Founding  Volunteers  Medal  (Savanor- 
iui),  whose  members  had  established  a Veterans  organ- 
ization similar  to  tne  American  Legion  or  VFw.  This 
military  organization  did  not  support  tne  issuance  of 
this  new  medal,  as  it  established  a special  or  separ- 
ate clans  among  its  membership. 

The  full  history  of  tnis  medal  may  never  be  kno- 
wn, and  possibly  lost  forever,  in  the  wake  of  the  19^0 
ooviet  invasion.  Yet,  the  r’prst  Lithuanian  Boldier's 
Medal  does  exist  today  in  memory  of  the  first  modern 
day  Litnuanian  soldiers  to  take  up  arms  for  their  co- 
untry, and  is  tne  very  last  decoration  medal  of  tne 
Hepublic  of  Litnuania. 

[You  read  about  it  FlHoT  in  The  Knight!] 


COIN  WORLD 
FEATURES 

LITHUANIA 

Tne  iiay  issue  of 

Coin  ■■orld  focused  on  j-itnuauiia 
in  it's  international  section, 
be^jinning  on  page  main 

feature  was  an  article  b^'  aicn- 
ard  uiedroyc  (siedraitis)  ent- 
itled, "Barter  Coinage  Reflects 
Cultural  development,"  which 
dealt  witn  the  early  primitive 
Litnuanian  monies. 

Un  page  3b  was  a "Cointrek" 
feature  on  modern  20th  century 
Lithuanian  coins,  which  gave 
mintages,  sizes,  weights,  and 
brief  descriptions  of  the  l4 
circulation  coins. 

The  autnor  mentioned  a "col- 
umna"  emblem,  which  appears  pr- 
inted with  a l-olish  ending,  in- 
stead of  a more  correct  plural 
"columns"  of  Oedirainas.  He  also 
stated  that  that  emblem  LcfiJ 
was  borrowed  by  the  Lithuanians 
and  it  originally  was  used  by 
an  aristocratic  family  in  Italy 
in  tne  3tn  century  aJI  The  auth- 
or also  states  that  the  Lithuan- 
ian B.o.k.  nas  a vote  in  the  Un- 
ited Nations,  wnich  is  not  true. 
(It  is  the  Ukrainian  c.o.k.) 

Copies  and  information  about 
tne  articles  (issue  costs  itl.25 
each)  may  be  obtained  by  writ- 
ing: Coin  World , P.U.  Box  150, 
Lidney,  Ohio  4536?. 


NEWS 

More  information  on  the  tea- 
ring out  pages  of  the  otandard 
Catalog  of  world  Coins  Baltic 
regions  section  appeared  in  the 
duly  issue  of  The  Numismatist . 
page  1309:  "ooviet  numismatic 
autnor  Igor  Victorove  Chelyabin- 
sk, Jooi<,  recently  reported  that 
Kussian  customs  officials  cut 
out  pages  151-54,  covering  coin- 
age of  tne  Baltic  states,  from 
his  mailed  copy  of  tne  lCWC. 

The  deletion  suggests  ooviet 
disapproval  about  western  reco- 
llections of  once-independent 
Lstcnia,  Latvia  and  Lithuania 
now  under  Communist  rule,  no 
doubt  aggravated  by  the  free 
worlu's  refusal  to  recognize  the 
ooviet  absorption  of  the  Laltic 
region,  as  well  as  tne  catalog's 
aescri^  ticn  of  the  "for:ner  free 
state  of  *v.stonia." 


OBITUARIES  -5. 


Uoe  ndomaitis  of  ••all ingf ord , wl,  ion,  time  il<M  me  ber  at.  : 
writer  in  Knight,  died  npril  26  1 905  after  a long  bntt.e 
with  cancer.  Joe's  article,  "Crading  tne  I936  5 Litai,"  aj geared 
in  tne  oecember-January 
1960-81,  and  i*ebruary- 
Marcn  I90I  issues  of 
The  iin i,-~h t . The  Febru- 
ary-March  19b0  issue 
also  carried  his  tho- 
ughts on  gradin.g  Lit- 
nuanian coins. 

Joe  was  our  spec- 
ial speaker  at  our 
June  1,  19b0  LNn  mee- 
ting at  tne  Chicago 
International  Coin 
Fair,  and  ne  spoke  on 
grading  Lithuanian 
coins. 

Luring  that  same 
time,  Joe  helped  us 

with  cataloging  part  of  the  numismatic  collection  at  the  Balze- 
kas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  in  Chicago.  At  that  time,  we 
loaned  to  him  two  rolls  (100  coins)  of  the  I936  5 ..itai  (Basana- 
viSius)  coins.  He  studied  these  for  a few  months,  and  his  grad- 
ing results  were  published  here  in  The  Knight. 

A graduate  of  the  University  of  ..'isconsin  (.Madison),  Joe 
was  young  and  had  a promising  banking  future  ahead  of  him.  ..e 
enjoyed  his  presence  in  Chicago,  where  we  got  to  know  him.  He 
enjoyed  Lithuanian  numismatics,  and  prided  himself  on  nis  unc- 
irculated modern  coin  set.  It  was  from  him  that  this  editor  ob- 
tained a blank,  unstruck  1936-38  10  litij  planchet,  in  trade  for 
some  other  Lithuanian  coins. 

Joe  continued  to  keep  in  contact  with  the  iivA,  but  his  let- 
ters became  spaced  farther  apart  in  recent  months,  as  he  ment- 
ioned his  battle  with  cancer.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mir- 
iam, and  his  parents.  Our  LiWh  has  lost  one  of  our  special  mem- 
bers, and  we  will  miss  him. 


hB0\/i,:  Joe  adomaitis  (far  right)  works 
at  the  BalzeKas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture  in  1960,  along  with  Agnes  and 
Vince  Alones,  and  frank  Lassie. 


LNa  charter  member  Joe 
Lepezyk  is  dead  at  tne  age 
of  44.  Joe  was  one  of  our 
early  supporters  from  our 
beginning  in  1978,  and  he- 
lped us  in  contacting  nu- 
merous Lithuanian  collec- 
tors via  nis  auction  firm. 

He  frequently  notified  us 
ns  to  any  new  Lithuanian 
Ltems  available,  and  nis 
auction  firm  nandled  nu- 
merojs  Litnuanian  rarit- 
ies. Lepeyk's  auction 
firm  nandled  t.ie  sale  of 
non-Litnuanian  numismatic 
auction  catalogs/books  wh- 
ich were  part  of  the  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  col- 
lection, a few  years  ago. 

Joe  died  June  11  in  .^ansing,  Micnigan,  at  ot.  .^wrence  Hos- 
pital. The  details  of  nis  death  were  graphically  reported  in  the 
June  25,  1965  issue  of  ..orld  Coin  News,  fage  ?. 


Joseph  L.  Lepezyk 


^ THE  VYTAUTAS  THE  GREAT  MUSEUM 

Introduction 

«s  part  of  our  Litnuanian  nurriiamutic  classics  translation 
series  into  the  ^giisn  lanj^ua^^e,  we  are  happy  to  cegin  here 
in  serial  form,  tne  report  entitled,  "An  accounting  of  the 
•»ork  of  the  Vytautas  tne  Jreat  i-luseum  of  Juiture  Aover.ber  1, 
to  December  31.  1939.  Ihe  historical  oection,"  (Vytauto 
oid2iojo  nulturos  *-.uziejaus  1936.  Ai.  1-1939-  All.  31.  darbij 
a^-ysKaitaJ  by  V.  nupreviSius.  Inis  appeared  in  the  1941  book, 
>/.ytaut.»s  -^'he  Jreat  Cultural  Kuseam  ruinual  1 (Vytauto  oidziojo 
nulturos  nuziejaus  hetrastis  I),  which  was  puolished  in  war- 
torn  uitnuania,  shortly  after  the  Lithuanians  drove  the  Rus- 
sians out  of  Litnuania  and  the  dermans  came  in,  in  1941.  Lor 
a brief  O week  period  in  1941,  Lithuanian  cultural  and  hist- 
orical studies  were  allowed  to  flourish,  until  the  dermans 
stopped  it.  It  is  assumed  that  this  Annual  was  issued  some- 


time during  July,  1941.  in  tiiis  same  annual  is  the  numismatic 


rthoVii,:  The  Vytautas  tne  droat  Cultural  Kuseum  in 
Independent  Lithuania.  The  ooviets  turned  it  into 
the  dtate  i-iuseum  of  History. 

classic  by  i-ovilas  narazija,  "The  Coin  Hoards  of  aluona- 
oKleriai,  and  nruminiai,  uitnuania,"  which  we  had  trans- 
lated into  .i-^glish  and  published  by  the  LiJa  in  19<33. 

ine  Vytautas  the  areat  Luseura  was  opened  in  1^36, 
and  housed  several  formerly  separate  museums:  tne  Ciu- 
riioi.is  nrt  dallery,  the  Museum  of  ..ar,  and  tne  .-.useum 
of  ulture. 

Ine  neai  of  the  nistorical  (including  numismatics J 
section  Wi  , nor.e  otner  tnan  Jr.  Alexander  M.  waSkus 
(.  1 td5-i9ci3 J fr  -m  I93fc>  to  1930-  AaSkus  served  as  tne  of- 
ficial medic  »i  doctor  for  tne  u'.o.  Legation  ^Lmbassy) 

;n  j s- ; 1.  i Lithuanian  government  wou^J  not  allow 


him  CO  practice  on  tne  -ithuanian 
public,  only  to  the  Americans. 
ardent  numismatist,  aackus  amassed 
a very  significant  collection  of 
early  Lithuanian  coins,  which  he 
sold  to  the  Lithuanian  government 

It  is  no  secret  that  kackus 
did  not  get  along  with  nis  fellow 
Museum  workers,  wnom  we  will  read 
were  critical  of  his  work.  Packus 
resigned  under  pressure  in  1938, 
and  was  replaced  by  i-ovilas  Kar- 
azi ja. 

Kackus  returned  to  the  U.C, 
at  the  start  of  the  war,  and  cont- 
inued nis  philatelic  and  numisma- 
tic collections,  the  bulk  of  whi- 
ch became  the  basis  for  starting 
the  nalzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture  in  Chicago  in  I965. 

kackus  was  a full  Litnuanifin 
patriot  and  promoted  Lithuania  a- 
nd  Lithuanians  (and  even  some  who 
weren't...)  all  he  could.  It  was 
kackus  wno  promoted  tne  medals  of 
Lithuanian  medalist  Petras  kimsa, 
and  was  active  in  the  Cnicago 
Coin  Club  and  the  aNA.  H^  wrote 
several  articles  for  The  Numisma- 
tist in  the  1930 's. 

The  account  we  will  be  featu- 
ring in  installments  focuses  in 
part  upon  Or.  kackus  and  his  hand- 
ling of  the  numismatic  collection. 
Later  on,  the  discussion  turns  to 
inventories,  and  sources  of  mat- 
erial. Many  of  these  coins  today 
are  still  in  Communist  hands  at 
the  Kaunas  Museum — originally 
from  Jr.  kackus'  collection! 

In  fairness  to  Jr.  kackus,  we 
will  also  print  some  excerpts  fr- 
om his  pseudo-scholarly  book, 
Cyclopedia  of  Lithuanian  Mumisma- 

tics,  in  wnich  kaSkus  gives  his 
opinions  on  his  fellow  Kaunas  mu- 
seum workers. 

In  addition,  we  will  also  be 
reprinting  a story  about  kaSkus ' 
successor,  i ovilas  Karazija,  con- 
cerning World  war  II  and  his  enco- 
unter with  the  viestapo  concerning 
I'.useum  artifacts.  This  was  origi- 
nally published  in  1965.  and  tran- 
slated and  printed  in  L^glish  by 
the  Li. A in  1933  as  part  of  the 
"Coin  Hoards..."  book,  which  only 
10  l.yrt  members  ordered/received. 

The  text  of  our  feature  begins 
(following  page)  starting  on  page 
344  of  tne  original  1941  book. 


THE  HISTORICAL  SECTION.  BY  V.  KUPREVICIUS 


«ork  in  the  niKtorical  oection  oegan 
witn  tne  reception  from  tne  former  i>ntional  «- 
rcinves  ooni...ission  of  vario -s  miaeum  piecec 
reiCning  in  number  7060  pieces)  and  also  from 
tne  ministry  of  education  tne  so-called  dist- 
orical  iiuseum  of  -^r-  /ilexanaer  i'l.  daJkus-  .i/ith 
the  receipt  of  tnis  larger  group  of  items  at 
the  same  time,  it  became  necessary  to  begin 
organizing  tnem  with  all  possible  speed : to 
inventory  all  pieces  scientifically,  and  to 
restore  and  preserve  those  rusted,  torn,  and 
damaged,  for  this  task  we  required  several  pe- 
rsonnel , well  scnooled  in  museum  work,  although 


i)i<.  AidiXAr^Dt^K  M.  kACKUii  (I093-I965) 
1935  photograph 


the  staff  available  in  the  historical  section 
for  this  consisted  of  only  two  persons:  I'he 
•■-ection  director  Cdr.  A..-.,  hackus  was  appoin- 
ted;, and  a museum  employee  (K.  haunksnis  was 
appointed).  The  appointee  on  November  1,  1936, 
hr.  M.ii.  rtackus,  in  the  conviction  of  the  Mus- 
eum directorate,  failed  to  show  the  ability  of 
organizing  the  historical  section  prOj.erly,  so 
tnat  from  tne  very  beginning,  the  work  progre- 
ssea  improperly.  Instead  of  ordering  a scient- 
il  ic  inventory  of  available  museum's  property, 
sr . Xa2kus  burdened  tne  museum's  employee 

witn  copying  (.card  indexing)  of  the  less  impo- 
rtant pieces,  wnile  more  important  articles 
lay  untouched,  so  tne  historical  section,  tnus 
misdirected,  became  a mere  wharehcuse  of  mus- 
eum items,  me  frequent  interference  of  the 


■ useum's  lea  iershi  p in  tne  Historical  or- 

ganizing efforts  cau.'ied  aisputes  o^-tweer.  tt.f  o- 
seum  o sirector  and  tne  section  director,  ana 
this  aaverseiy  affected  tne  work  itself.  Ine  .'.in- 
i..try  of  .ducitior.,  whicn  Knew  of  ail  t .is,  fai- 
led to  Show  a desire  to  eliminate  this  abnormal- 
ity in  one  way  or  another,  so  that  dr.  .iaCkus  was 
provided  tne  orrortunity  to  continue,  entirely 
unconcerned  with  the  .■.useum's  director... 

Hithin  two  montns,  60I  ite.ms  were  obtained, 
fo.  w.'.ich  the  i-.useum  paid  9h0  Litas',  donations 
were  received  fro.m  tnree  persons:  36  various 
items. 


HlGiIT:.  inventory 
card  prepared  by  Jr. 
rt.i-. . kaSkus  at  the 
Vytautas  the  Great 
Museum,  sach  card 
contains  a pencil 
rubbing  of  the  co- 
in, and  a descrip- 
tion below.  The 
card  is  an  envel- 
ope in  which  the 
coin  was  placed. 

Jr.  kackus  was  ab- 
le to  bring  these 
Cards  back  to  ame- 
rica;  they  are  now 
at  the  Balzekas 
Museum,  although 
the  coins  remained 
in  Lithuania. 


ZYGM/.KWS  AUGUSTAS 

L I ETU VOS  PrOTESTO  Treciokais 

^ 

RuoU  kft<lAuus'tuBrL\KA 
UETuva  nukale 

ClWI  MASITAt  IN  coetis  .V, . 
IfWlDEBiT  EOS  * . ^ 

''Horn  y«A  oanciuosc  paIiewa 

ptflcjo  }7ciAafiei«  uA.  Hu, 


1937.  In  tnis  year,  most  of  the  time  was  sp- 
ent separating  museum  items  proper  to  the  histor- 
ical oection,  and  transferring  to  other  Sections 
of  the  Museum  or  to  other  authorities  those  items 
unsuitable  to  the  function  of  the  Historical  Se- 
ction. So,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of 
dducation,  from  the  collection  of  the  Historic.al 
Section,  registered  in  certain  volumes,  there  we- 
re transferred  (all  from  the  collection  of  Jr. 
kackus):  1)  To  the  Kineralogy/Christolography  ca- 
ses of  the  Vytautas  the  Great  University-,  a min- 
eral collection  consisting  of  317  items;  2)  To 
the  Zoological  case  of  VGU,  a collection  of  mol- 
lusks,  butterflies,  insects,  corals,  vertebrates, 
and  otner  biologicals,  9C9  items;  3)  To  the  Geo- 
logical case  of  VGU,  paleontological , petrograph- 
ical  and  other  geology  collections,  totalling 
2L77  items;  4)  To  the  .-.thnograpnic  Section,  VGU, 
various  specimens,  124  items. 

Concurrent  with  this  transfer  the  inventor- 
ying of  items  was  continued,  i articular  attention 
was  paid  to  the  collections  of  ^jitnuanian  numis- 
matics. Ji,ring  1937,  061  numismatic  items  were 
inventoried,  witn  special  prints  made  of  each 
ite.T,  .v.iich  in  turn  were  pasted  into  the  numisma- 
tic ii.ventory  book. 


Co.ntinued  next  page... 


8.  ADS 


NEWS 


«A.<rrjJ:  3 KOi-'ecK  "ooT"  iron 
c uis  (both  mints)  in  .U?'  or 
o«tter,  hIso  revei.ue  stamps 
anU  view  post  cards  of  Lith- 
uania cind  Klaipeda/Memel . 
wireene , 33  Bearsden  noaa, 
ntnol,  Bass.  01331- 


rOH  oaLE:  <ve  have  (my  hus- 
band cind  I)  two  L.ithuanian 
coins,  a 193^  10  Liti^  in  hU, 
and  a 193^  10  Lit4  in  ULC.  .ve 
would  like  to  sell  tnese  coins, 
Is  tnere  {)ernaps  someone  in 
your  club  who  would  be  inter- 
ested? rtida  farmer,  4 .^ast 
Noyes,  arlinjjton  Heights,  II, 

60005. 

» • « 

iVrtN'fnJ:  The  only  coin  1 
have  from  i^ithuania  is  a 1936 
1 centas.  T would  like  someday 
to  have  a complete  set.  Oan 
you  send  me  a price  list? 
Joseph  rc.  banning,  Jr.  549 
nngele,  arabi,  L/t  70032. 

• « * 

FUR  SAiJi!:  Custom-made  Lith- 
uanian Coin  Holders  (Capital 
elastic)  for  14  coin  circula- 
tion set.  r^ach  holder  contai- 
ns date,  denomination,  and  an 
attractive  map  of  Litnuania 
and  the  Vytis  emblem,  ^22  ea- 
ch (blue).  Complete  14-  coin 
set  in  holder  .>275  (avg.  circ) 
Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture,  4012  Archer  nve,  Ch- 
icago, 111  60632.  rtsk  for  a 
copy  of  our  latest  Museum 
keview  for  our  numismatic  pr- 
ice list  and  uift  Chop  items. 

• * « 

«ant/f’or  oale  items  are  Ea-.l 
to  Li'^m  members.  List  your 
Litnu jnian/Baltic  material 
nere ! 


Dealer  m (^ualitv  Karc  Coins 
Lithuanian  & Polish 
WRITE: 


Kiirl  Stephens,  Inc. 


kjrl  Stephens 


K..st  Oflite  K<i\  ANA  S7209 

|r,,|lf<itv  (a  viIMH  211445  81  54 


four  editor  nas  written  a book  just  published  by  the  .slbion 
(Micaigan)  Historical  oociety,  entitled,  Albion's  Banks  and  Hankers. 
65  pages  long,  it  has  notning  to  do  with  i-ithuanian  numismatics, 
altnuugh  the  author's  Lit.uanLan  credentials  are  mentioned  in  "Ab- 
out the  autnor,"  The  booK  is  heavily  numismatic,  cind  contains  over 
50  illustrations  of  tokens,  advertisments , pnotographs,  bamknotes, 
scrij , etc-  of  Albion.  The  book  is  filled  with  incredible  stories 
about  nlbion's  banking  history,  from  the  suicide  of  the  cashier  of 
the  Nat ' onal  fjxchange  Bank  in  1676  (..."the  bullet  had  entered  the 
side  of  tne  head,  making  a terrible  wound,  from  wnich  blood  and 
brains  were  oozing...")  to  the  increJihle  Albion  National  Bank  fai- 
lure of  I9I2,  in  which  over  ,j325,000  was  embezzled,  and  the  cashier 
and  his  sons  were  sent  to  Leavenworth.  This  book  was  a project  for 
our  loca^  sesquicentennial  (IpO  years),  and  you  will  find  it  quite 
suspensful  and  intriguing.  Copies  are  te5.00  each  (money  going  back 
to  the  rtlbion  Civic  Foundation,  wnich  funded  the  project),  plus 
jl.25  postage  to:  Albion  Historical  oociety,  509  B*  superior  ot., 
Albion,  Michigan  49224,  The  author  also  has  a few  rejected  copies 
(last  page  slightly  crinkled)  he  can  personally  sell  for  64.00  (ad- 
dress on  pg.  2)  plus  postage.  Mention  if  you  want  the  book  autogra- 
phed. 

Issue  I'lo.  17  (1964)  of  the  Nau joji  Viltis  rolitikos  ir  Kulturos 
Zurnalas,  published  in  Chicago,  featured  a special  article  on  pp. 
76-76  about  Lithuanian  military  orders  and  decorations,  written  by 
Antanas  Lirzys,  tne  author  has  used  several  photographs,  taken  from 
The  Knight , in  our  previous  articles!  He  mentions  tne  LiNa  on  p.  64- 
66,  and  gives  us  credit  for  the  illustrations  on  p.  88.  Issues  of 
The  Knight  were  provided  Jirzys  by  .il  Kuzgas,  xTva  member  from  New 
f ork . 


The  71st  i.itnuanian  -Jay  will  be  held  ounday  r-ugust  16,  1985  at 
a new  location  this  time,  at  i-loosic,  lennsylvania , at  Hocky  Glen 
lark,  off  Houte  502  (Take  exit  50  off  I-8I),  east  of  Wilkes-Barre. 
For  more  information  write:  Lithuanian  Lay  Committee,  Box  192, 
Kingtown,  Fa  17967  (717)  889-3839.  They  can  send  you  a brochure  giv- 
ing details  and  directions.  A very  enjoyable  time! 


The  Annual  Balzekas  -Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  picnic  will  be 
held  ounday  July  28  at  the  summer  "cottage"  in  New  Buffalo,  Michi- 
gan right  on  Lake  Michigan,  activities  start  at  noon,  including  a 
presentation  on  Litnuanian  paper  -money,  by  this  editor.  Great  time, 
lots  of  food,  swim-ming,.  contests,  progrims,  etc.  >vrite  or  call  the 
Museum  for  further  details  and  directions.  (312)  347-2441. 


I Bcwj* 


Continued  from  pg.  7--- 

371  items  were  purchased  for  365  Litas'  and  53  cents,  and  1934 
items  were  donated.  There  were  several  valuable  items  among  the  do- 
nations, but  the  majority  of  them  are  duplicates  (coins  and  prewar 
Aussian  banknotes),  or  well  worn. 

-Among  the  major  projects  completed  since  the  installation,  wo- 
rtny  of  mention  are:  1)  Made  according  to  Lr.  aL.  HaSkus  plan  and  bl- 
ueprints amo  under  nis  direction,  t-he  worksnop  "Metalas"  completed 
14  iron  showcases,  adapted  to  exnibit  numismatic  items;  2)  .-letal 
frames  were  r-re pared  for  the  showcases  to  exnibit  sp'Ccial  numisma-ic 
items;  3)  ncccrding  to  the  instructions  given  by  Jr.  rfaSkus,  index 
card  boxes  vere  prepared  relating  to  exhibiting  nurais.matic  items  ,2 
point  minimum  fmm.es). 

.n  addition  to  the  regular  werx  in  the  Lection , the  director 
of  tne  .listcrical  oection  was  ordered  on  one  occasion  into  the 

Continued  next  i..sue  . . . 


